What is a
Green
Community ?

A Green Community is working towards a
sustainable future with a healthy environment,
a strong economy, and a high quality of life.
Green Communities strive to:

Comply with environmental regulations,
reduce their consumption of natural
resources and practice pollution prevention

ﬁL Actively involve all citizens and incorporate
local values into decision-making

ﬁL Support locally-based businesses

ﬁg Encourage walking, biking, and mass
transit

ﬁk Provide open space
Encourage citizens and businesses to work

together with government towards a
common vision of the future

What does EPA Region llI's

Green Communities
Program include ?
\_

% Green Communities Assistance Kit at
http://www.epa.gov/greenkit

ﬁg Green Communities Designation Program
ﬁ': Demonstration Projects

Partnerships with Community-Based
Organizations

% Training Workshops
\_ J

What are the steps in
becoming a

Green Community ?

There are 5 steps:

1. Where Are We Now? The community
does a self-assessment.

2. Where Are We Going? The community
looks at its trends.

3. Where Do We Want to Be? The com-
munity develops a common vision of their
future.

4. How Do We Get There? The community
develops action plans.

5. Let’'s Go! Plans are implemented.

What is in the
Green Communities
Assistance Kit ?
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The kit, which is located on the Internet, walks
the user through the 5-step process noted
above. Tools, other resources, case studies,
etc. are provided for each step.

How can my
community become

designated as an EPA
Participating Green
Community ?

Complete steps 1 thorough 4 (planning),
begin step 5 (implementation of plans), and
submit an application for review. For more
information go to http://www.epa.gov/
greenkit/apply.htm or contact us

directly for a hard copy of the application.
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What are the advantages
of becoming an EPA Par-
ticipating Green
Community ?

1. Prior to Designation

ﬁg Training by EPA on the use of the Green
Communities Assistance Kit

ﬁ& EPA and/or its partners will offer recom-
mendations and highlight others’ suc-
cessful approaches that can be adapted
to your community’s particular needs

2. At Designation

A joint Community-EPA press release
(increased visibility for your local
sustainability initiatives)

ﬁg A Green Communities certificate signed
by the EPA Regional Administrator

$1; A highway-approved city limit or town
center sign that reads, “Your Community,
A Participating Green Community, in
cooperation with US EPA and other
sponsors”

ﬁg Your Success Story included in the
Green Communities Assistance Kit

3. On-Going Benefits

ﬁ': Opportunities to learn through networking
with others pursuing sustainability

ﬁk Timely information about EPA grant
funds that could help support your
sustainability efforts

% Status that can serve to leverage addi-
tional support and resources
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The Green Communities Assistance Kit Visit EPA Region IlI's Green Communities P ROG I a/ \M

provides tools and information that can Assistance Kit at:

help. We have also trained and continue http:/Avww.epa.gov/greenkit/ US EPA REGION liI
to train community-based assistance \ Y PHILADELPHIA, PA
providers, such as non-profit organiza- MARCH 25, |1 999

tions, cooperative extension services,
educators, and planners, so that they can
help communities directly. EPA Region Il
does, however, work directly with some
communities on demonstration projects
and may be able to link a community with
partners that can offer assistance. \
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